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| DALA

Jelgavas realskola un tas
mantinieki gadsimtu griezos






Parasti masu atminas par skolu vai augstskolu saistas ar klases vai kursa
biedriem, skolotajiem vai profesoriem, piedzivojumiem, notikumiem, bet retak
meés atceramies gadskait|us, kur nu vél tos saistiba ar eku.

Soreiz neparasti: par vienu no skolas &kam, kas divu gadsimtu garuma
bijusi un vél joprojam ir Alma Mater daZadu profesiju studgjo3ajiem, ka art
absolventiem.

Vesturiska eka tapusi 19. gadsimta pasas beigas ka Jelgavas realskolas
jauna eka. Eka dzivo savu dzivi, bet reizé ta ir nams, majas un templis izglitibai -
sakotngji Jelgavas realskolai, vélak Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju institutam, tad
Jelgavas Pedagogiskajai skolai, péckara gados Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas
akadémijas (LLA) Hidromelioracijas un zemes iericibas fakultatei (HF/ZIF) un
visbeidzot Latvijas Biozinatnu un tehnologiju universitates Ekonomikas un
sabiedribas attistibas fakultatei.

ST neliela gramatina ir cienas apliecinajums vietai un majam Svétes iela
18, Jelgava, kas 3odienas ekonomistiem, uznémeéjiem, vaditajiem, gramat-
veZiem, sociologiem un daudziem citiem ir bijusi paSu apcubinata, iemiléta un
iedzivinata Alma Mater.

Mans nams ir mana pils.
Nams, kura dvésele mit.
Un templis man ar ir savs.
Templis, kas sirdT ir celts.

/Egils Dambis/



Svetes iela (vacu: Schwethéfsche Strafie) atrodama jau 17. gadsimta
Jelgavas kartés. Ta veda no Pasta ielas ldz Pavila ielai, bet aiz pilsétas
nocietinajumu Mazajiem vartiem sakas Mazais cel$ uz Kurzemes un Zemgales
hercoga Pétera 1774. gada buveto vasaras rezidenci Svetes muiza (vacu:
Grof3-Swehthof), vélak — kazarmam Dambja iela. 1929. gada ielu Jana Bisenieka
pieminai pardéveja par J. Bisenieka ielu. Péc Latvijas okupacijas 1940. gada
27. augusta ta atguva Svéetes ielas nosaukumu, bet 1964. gada 8. janvari ielu
pardévéja par ). Gagarina ielu. Latvijas neatkaribas atjauno3anas perioda
1990. gada 26. aprilt iela atguva Svétes ielas nosaukumu.

Jelgava - tdristu pldns, 1936 (,,Send Jelgava”, redzama J. Bisenieka iela - ESAF éka)
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Realskola péc baltvaciesu izglitibas parauga cariskas Krievijas apstaklos
Jelgava darbojas kop3 1857. gada. 19. gadsimta beigas skola palielingjas
skolenu skaits, un ta kluva par vidusskolu. Bija nepiecieSama lielaka,
modernaka un plasaka eka. Tolaik Kurzeme (ieklaujot art Zemgali un Séliju),
kops 1819. gada dzimtbiSanas atcelSanas, laukos veidojas un attistijas
jaunas spécigas zemnieku saimniecibas. Tautsaimnieciba bija pieprasijums
péc izglitotiem jaunieSiem ar praktiskam zinasanam. So uzdevumu sekmigi
pildija realskolas.

Jaunajai Jelgavas realskolai Svetes iela 1899. gada 26. septembrT tika
ielikts un iesvétits pirmais pamatakmens. 1900. gada uzceltd un ta pasa
gada 31. oktobri iesvétita e€ka kluva par vienu no Jelgavas pilsétas
arhitektiiras krasSnumiem.

Eka projekt&ta un bilivéta neorenesanses stila péc krievu arhitekta
Alekseja Kizelbasa projekta. Arhitekts A. Kizelbass 19. gadsimta beigas un
20. gadsimta sakuma projektéjis daudzu izglitibas iestazu un pareizticigo
baznicu ekas galvenokart Riga (Rigas Valsts tehnikuma €ka, Pétera |
redlskolas €ka Kronvalda bulvari 1 u.c.) un Jirmala (izcilas zemas apbives
koka arhitektiiras €kas), ka art €kas Valmiera un Valka.

Jelgava realskola darbojas I1dz 1915. gadam, kad ta tika parcelta uz
Krieviju, kur 1920. gada likvideta. 1919. gada novembri, Bermontiades laika
atkapjoties, eku nodedzinaja Rietumkrievijas Brivpratigo armija.



Bermontiades laika nodedzinata Jelgavas redlskolas éka 1919. gada

Jelgavas realskolu absolvéjusas un talako izglitibu augstskolas
ieguvusas izcilas personibas, kuru ieguldijums Latvijas valstiskuma veido3ana,
vélak valsts nodibinasana un attistiba ir nenovért€jams. DaZas no 3im
personibam ir izcilie vetarsti un zinatnieki, veterinarmedicinas izglitibas
celmlauzi Latvija, pieméram, Kristaps Helmanis un Ludvigs Kundzins, ka
art agronomi: Latvijas valsts dibinatajs un valstsvirs Karlis Ulmanis un lielais
tautsaimnieks, kopdarbibas aizsacgjs un attistitajs, 1sts Latvijas patriots Janis

Bisenieks.



Jelgavas realskolas eku atjaunoja 1926. gada, un taja saka darboties
Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju institiits. Macibas uzsaka toposie Latvijas brivvalsts
skolotdji. Jelgava Valsts skolotdju institits darbojas no 1923. gada lidz
1944. gadam. Seit skolotdju profesiju apguva daudzi tauta cieniti skolotdji.
Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju institiitu ta darbibas laika beigusi 1115 absolventi,
t.sk. 626 skolot3jas un 489 skolot3;ji.

Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju institlita éka 1936. gada

Literatiiras avots - Karlis Ansons, Eduards Avots. Jelgavas Valsts skolotdju institts: vestures materidli,

apceres un atminas. Grand Haven: Jelgavas Skolotdju institiita Absolventu centra un Gaujas Apgada
izdevums, 1978., 224 Ipp.
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Jelgavas realskolas eka (gads nezinams)

Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju instittita eéku nopostija Otra pasaules kara kauju
laika 1944. gada.

Nodedzindta eka 1945. gada
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Péc Otra pasaules kara eku atjaunoja, un taja darbojas Jelgavas
Pedagogiska skola.

Pedagogiskas skolas eéka 1950. gada 5. novembrt (V.Odina foto)

1957. gada Jelgavas Pedagogisko skolu parcéla uz Rigu un ta tika
pievienota Rigas Pirmskolas pedagogiskajai skolai.

Jelgavas realskolas sakotngjo eku par savu Alma Mater no 1957. gada lidz
1983. gada novembrim devé Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas akadémijas
Hidromelioracijas un zemes iericibas fakultates toreiz€jie studenti un
absolventi. ST fakultate viena no pirmajam tika parcelta no Rigas uz Jelgavu un
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izvietota iesilditd macibu korpusa, kura Pedagogiska skola bija mitinajusies 11
gadus.
,,Beidzot tas ir noticis! Péc ilgas sprieSanas un veél ilgakas poSands
Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas akadémija, izpildot PSKP XX kongresa
lemumu par specialo augstako macibu iestazu parcel3anos uz periferiju,
sakusi pdrbazeties uz Jelgavu, kur ta atradas jau pirms kara. Tiesa,
pagaidam pilnigi parvietoties paspéjusas tikai zemes iericibas,
hidromeliordcijas, meZsaimniecibas un meZtechnikas fakultdtes.
Turpretl tagad minétajam fakultatém ar pdrieSanu uz Jelgavu telpu
probléma atrisindata vairdk nekd apmierinoSi — meZsaimniecibas un
meZtechnikas fakultatém nodota jaunuzcelta vidusskolas éka Puskina
prospektd 11, bet zemes iericibas un hidromelioracijas fakultates
sanémusas bijusas pedagogiskas skolas namu. Te lidz ar plasam un
gaisam auditorijam, laboratorijam un pasniedzeéju atseviskiem
kabinetiem ir lielas aktu un sporta zdles, labi iekartoti sporta laukumi,
un tas ir LLA vislieldkais ieguvums. P&c principa: kas pirmais brauc,
tas pirmais mal.”
LLA maina rezidenci, Padomju Jaunatne, Nr.228 (19.11.1957.)

1975. gada eka savu majvietu bija radusi arT toposie lauku bavinZenieri.
20. gadsimta septindesmitajos gados €kas aktu zale pilséta, Tpasi studentu
vidd, bija |oti iecientta un populara ka gandriz vieniga deju zale.

Hidromelioracijas un zemes iericibas fakultaté studejusi un stradajusi



daudzi Latvija ievérojami profesori un specialisti, pieméram, profesors
geodézija Janis Bikis un profesors zemes iericiba Meikuls Locmers. Ipasi
jaatzimé profesors hidromelioracija Péteris BuSmanis, kur3 3aja eka studgjis
(1960-1965) driz pec fakultates parcelSanas uz Jelgavu. Pec fakultates
absolveSanas P. BuSmanis palika stradat fakultate, kur no inZeniera kluva par
zinatnu kandidatu, vélak doktoru. Profesoram uzticgja gan prodekana, gan
velak arm dekana amatu. Péteris BuSmanis tika uzaicinats k|t par macibu
prorektoru, un 2002. gada vinu ievélgja par Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas
universitates rektoru.
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Il DALA

Ekonomistiem sava

eka

Alma Mater



1900. gada Jelgavas realskolai celtaja eka iemitnieki mainijusies vairakas

reizes:
1.

2.
3.
4

Jelgavas realskola (1900-1915);

Jelgavas Valsts skolotaju institiits (1926-1944);

Jelgavas Pedagogiska skola (1946-1957);

Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas akademijas Hidromelioracijas un zemes
iericibas fakultate (1957-1983);

Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas akadémijas Lauksaimniecibas ekonomikas
fakultate (1983-1992);

Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas universitates Ekonomikas fakultate
(1992-2013);

Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas universitates Ekonomikas un sabiedribas
attistibas fakultate (2013-2022);

Latvijas Biozinatnu un tehnologiju universitates Ekonomikas un
sabiedribas attistibas fakultate (kops 2022. gada 1. septembra).

Eka abos pasaules karos tika nopostita. Ipa3i stipri ta cieta Pirmaja

pasaules kara, tapec Latvijas brivvalsts laika to ilgstosi nacas atjaunot.

1983. gada nogalé savas darbibas 15. gadskarta LLA (paslaik Latvijas
Biozinatnu un tehnologiju universitate) Lauksaimniecibas ekonomikas
fakultate (musdienas Ekonomikas un sabiedribas attistibas fakultate — ESAF)
tika pie savas majas - Alma Mater.

Ta déevetajai Ekonomikas fakultatei (EF) tika nodota Jelgavas realskolas
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€ka, kas péc nopostisanas Otra pasaules kara laika tika nekvalitativi atjaunota
PSRS apstaklos un intensivi ekspluatéta 38 gadus bez nozimiga remonta.
Pedgjie apsaimniekotaji, LLA Hidromelioracijas un zemes iericibas fakultate,
jau 10 gadus buveja savu jauno devinstavu macibu korpusu, vairakkart atliekot
parcel3anos, proti, materialu trikuma del, parcelot ta nodo3anu ekspluatacija.
Sados apstaklos fakultatei nebija ne prata remontét nolietoto &ku, kuru driz
naksies atstat.

1980. gadu beigas bija totalitaras PSRS valsts norieta laiks. PSRS laika
iedzivotaju spejas ietekmét situaciju bija ierobeZotas, jo zeme, €kas un
raZosanas I1dzek|i piedergja valstij. Savukart valsts piedergja Komunistiskas
partijas elitei. Partijas ierindas biedru politiska ietekme bija minimala, iznemot
vienigi iesp&ju izlemt viet€jos saimnieciskos jautajumus. Militaraja joma PSRS
bija apbrunota [idz zobiem. Lai palielinatu valsts autoritativo ietekmi, gan
finansu, gan materialie ldzek|i tika sutiti ta sauktajam PSRS draudzigajam
valstim visa pasaulé. Viet€jiem iedzivotajiem trika visikdieniSkako, ieskaitot
partikas un biivniecibas, precu. Sados apstaklos Ekonomikas fakultatei tika
nodota arhitektlras zina nozimiga, tacu nolietota eka.

Ta laika rektorats bija iecergjis vispirms parcelt fakultati uz eéku Svétes
iela 18 un tikai tad iesp&ju robeZas remontét. Fakultates parstavji péc ekas
apskates secingja, ka eku ekspluatét bez nopietna remonta nebds iesp&jams,
tostarp taja nepietika telpu visam katedram. Rektorats pec ilgam diskusijam
piekrita, ka fakultates tilitéja parcel3ana nav iespéjama. Tomér tika izvirzits
noteikums, ka remonti galvenokart javeic saviem spékiem. Fakultates riciba
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bija tikai macibspéki un studenti un vinu brivpratigais darbs, ka art fakultates
absolventu atbalsts.

Fakultates sapulce |lema - centisimies un cik varésim cinisimies par savu
€ku. Ta no fakultates paligpersonala darbiniekiem tika izveidots bivstabs, kura
darbojas Modris Jansons un Inita Vikse, ka ari Armands Pantelis no LLA
Saimniecibas dalas. lesaistijas arf studenti Guntis Krimins un Ugis Grants.
Bivstaba virsvaditajs jeb ,priekSstradnieks” bija dekans Voldemars Strikis.

Sakas Alma Mater bavdarbi. Vispirms tika mekléti visi iesp€jamie sakari
ar absolventu uznemumiem (tolaik lauksaimniecibas un zvejniecibas kolhoziem)
un paliguznémumiem (kokapstrades, metala u.c. apstrades darbnicam).

NozZimigu atbalstu fakultites &kas atjauno3anda sniedza profesors
Kazimirs Spogis (tolaik Ministru Padomes priek3sédataja vietnieks),
parakstot biivmaterialu iegadi. Sadas iegades bija iesp&jamas 31. decembri
no tiem krajumiem, kuru iegades iespéjas nebija izmantojusi Latvijas PSR
buvuznemumi un iestades. Parasti paveicas, un ta ik gadu 31. decembri uz
fakultati vairakas smagajas masinas tika vestas kok3skiedras plaksnes, kiegeli,
gridas flizes, ka armt mébeles nakama gada celtniecibas darbiem.

Fakultates pilna laika studenti iesaistijas brivpratigaja darba nepilna
laika studentu vai absolventu vaditajos kolhozos, kur lasija akmenus vai veica
citus paligdarbus, lai par darbu sanemtu bivmaterialus fakultates
remontdarbiem. $ada veid3 tika sanemti kvalitativaki bivmateriali, tai skaita
lietus notekcaurules, cokolstavu logu aizsargmetala reZgi un citas lietas.
Bilivdarbos no absolventu uznémumiem tika piesaistiti kvalificéti amatnieki un
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bivstradnieki, kuri iesaistijas €kas remontdarbos un piebives celtnieciba.
Viens no ta laika doktorantiem pat sarunaja no Lietuvas kolhoza labakas
kvalitates gridas flizes fakultates kafejnicai. Flizes kolhozs bija iegadajies
Ungarija. Taja laika tas skaitijas |oti ekskluzivi, un tika verteta ka nozimiga
palidzZiba €kas remontdarbos.

Ar visu macibspeku un studentu pdlém, ka arT remontdarbu atbalstitaju
norikotajiem amatniekiem un kvalificétajiem biivstradniekiem tika veikti visi
buvdarbi. Tika rakti, bieZi vien ar lapstam, gravji lietusudenu caurulu
ieguldisanai, kanalizacijai un elektribas kabeliem. Tika sagatavota bivbedre
un celta €kas piebiive. Remontdarbi notika arT iekStelpas: auditorijas, aktu zalg,
docétaju telpas un koridoros.

Bija projekts uzcelt piebiivi Informatikas katedrai ar skaitloSanas centru.
Piebuve butu savienojusi eku ar 5. dienesta viesnicu. DiemZel Ministru Padomes
lfmenT netika sanemta atlauja, tapéc Informatikas katedra palika pilt rektorata
paklautiba.

Darbi tika veikti radosi un kvalificéti, lai €ka un tas telpas kalpotu ilgstosi.
Pieméram, remontdarbos pieredz€ju3ais profesors Antons Danilans izveidoja
stendu, lai pasSu spekiem varétu atjaunot un uzlabot no ripnicas sanemtas
meébeles, kas auditorijas biitu atri izjukuSas. Mébeles tika sastiprinatas ar
stieplem un tam tika pieliktas jaunas koka kajas.

Meébelu nostiprinasanai no Rigas metala izstradajumu rapnicas, kura par
dalas vaditaju stradaja nepilna laika students, tika sanemtas nepiecieSamas
skrives un paligmateriali.
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Auditoriju iekdrtojums ar ,uzlabotajiem” koka galdiem

Sadi galdi daZas fakultates auditorijas nokalpoja Iidz pat 2014.-2015.
gadam, kad fakultaté sakas mebelu nomaina visas auditorijas.

1987. gada 18. februari, sniegota diena un puteni, péc pasaizliedziga
darba fakultates kolektivs vargja svinét Jurgus — parcelties no Jelgavas pils uz
savu Alma Mater Svétes iela 18. Eka iegist neformalu nosaukumu
,Voldemarpils”.

Lauksaimniecibas ekonomikas fakultdtes darbinieki, docétdji un studenti putent dodas uz savu éku
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Dekans Voldemadrs Strikis 1987. gada 18. februari, atklajot fakultdates éku Svetes ield 18



IIl DALA

Atmoda... Neatkariba...



Pasu rekonstruétaja eka svetki nosvineti. Atmoda un Latvijas neatkaribas
atjaunoSana 1988.-1991. gada bija seviski nozZimigs laiks ne tikai fakultatei,
bet arT augstskolai un visai Latvijai. Fakultaté macibspeku Jana Bunksa un
Ulda Ivana vadiba tika dibinata Latvijas Tautas frontes grupa. Turpmakajos
gados ). Bunk3s un U. lvans bija Jelgavas pilsétas domes vaditgji.

Profesors Ervids Grinovskis, kurs vélak iestajas par Latvijas neatkaribu,
tika ieveléts par PSRS Augstakas Padomes deputatu. Savukart profesori
Kazimirs Spogis un Voldemars Strikis, ka ari fakultates absolventi Andris
Apinttis, Janis Biezais, Emerita Bukele, Guntis Griibe, Raimonds Kriimin3
un Arijs Udris 1990. gada 4. maija Latvijas Republikas Augstakas Padomes
deputatu statusa pienema Latvijas Neatkaribas Deklaraciju.

Fakultdtes profesori un absolventi, kuri piedalijas Latvijas Neatkaribas Deklaracijas piepem3and
1990. gada 4. maija

Fakultate dinamiski attistijas. 1987. gada rudent par dekani tika ieveléta
profesore Gaida Kalnina. Notika lielas studiju programmu izmainas, attistijas
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starptautiska sadarbiba. Palielingjas studgjo3o skaits, Tpasi nepilna laika
studijas, jo tirgus ekonomikas apstaklos stradajo3ajiem bija nepiecieSamas
papildu zindsanas.

e

Absolventi pie EF ekas 20. gadsimta astondesmito gadu beigas

1992. gada par dekani kldst profesore Baiba Rivza. Fakultatei jauns
nosaukums — Ekonomikas fakultate. lzvérSas starptautiska sadarbiba, tiek
uzsaktas magistrantiiras studijas un attistita doktorantiira. Fakultaté tiek
izveidota Profesoru padome un Promocijas padome, lai izpilditu zinatniska
grada pieskirSsanas prasibas un doktora grada pretendentiem varétu pieskirt
ekonomikas doktora gradu.

1996. gada dekana gaitas uzsak docente Anda Vitina. Ekas telpu
noslodze ir maksimala. Studgjo3o skaits turpina palielinaties.
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2004. gada izcila uznémeéja, mecenata, Jelgavas realskolas absolventa
Jana Bisenieka pieminas saglabasanai un uznémejdarbibas veicinasanai,
Tpasdi zinasanu apguvei skolas un Latvijas Lauksaimniecibas universitate, tiek
nodibinats Jana Bisenieka fonds. Fakultates 308. auditorija notiek skolénu
konferences un tiek iekartoti informativie stendi.

J. Bisenieka portrets. J. Bisenieka atzina: ,Ko tas lidz, ka kada tauta visu
pasauli iemanto, bet, ja dvésele vinai paziid.”

308. auditorija. levérojama sabiedriska darbinieka un uznémeéja J. Bisenieka varda
nosauktd auditorija
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2006. gada dekana amatu parnéma asociéta profesore Irina Pilvere. Eku
péc padomju gados veiktas renovacijas vajadzeja kapitali remontét, bija
janomaina logi un javeic citi energoefektivitati paaugstinosi darbi.

Tika atklata profesora Jana Vanaga varda nosaukta auditorija.

Profesoru J. Vanagu varétu dévét par fakultdates tévu, jo vins sagatavojis
20 ekonomikas zinatnu doktorus, ka arTl sarakstijis daudzas gramatas

ekonomika.

307. auditorija. Profesora J. Vanaga varda nosaukta auditorija.
J. Vanaga atzina: ,Veiktie péttjumi un vérojumi |Gva nonakt pie atzinas, ka lauksaimniecibas
paatrinajumu galvenokart nosaka cilvéka faktors.”

26



2009. gada tika atklata profesora Benjamina Treija varda nosaukta
auditorija.

214. auditorija. Profesora B. Treija varda nosaukta auditorija. B. Treija atzina: ,lznicino3a kritika bez
konstruktiviem priekslikumiem, ko un ka darit, ir tikai tukSa plapasana. Rund tad, ja tev ir konkréti
priekslikumi!”

Profesors B. Treijs bija viens no matematisko planosanas metozu
pamatlicgjiem Latvija, ka arf 18 zinatnu doktora darbu vaditajs. Kop3
2008. gada ik gadu tiek pasniegta profesora B. Treija balva ekonomika
jaunajiem zinatniekiem. To jau sanémusi 20 jaunie ekonomikas doktori (balvas
sponsors ir profesora mazdéls Nils Treijs).

2012. gada tika atklata profesora Kazimira Spoga varda nosaukta
auditorija.
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310. auditorija. Profesora K. Spoga varda nosauktd auditorija. K. Spoda atzina:
,Dienas parvertiet stundas, stundas — mindtés, mindtes — sekundes; un jis sapratisiet,
cik daudz laika jums ir!”

Profesors K. Spogis sagatavojis 24 zinatnu doktorus ekonomika. Vina
varda nosauktaja auditorija ik gadu notiek pieminas lasijumi, ka arm tiek
piegkirta ar profesora gimenes atbalstu izveidota K. Spoga stipendija.

2008. gada, svinot fakultates 45 gadu jubileju, tika izveidota bijuso
fakultates dekanu portretu galerija, kas tika atklata fakultates 212. auditorija.
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2008. gada, atkldjot fakultates bijuso dekanu galeriju. No kreisas: Andra Zvirbule, Baiba Rivza,
Anda Vitina, Irina Pilvere, Voldemars Strikis un Gaida Kalnina
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Dekanu galerija 2008. gada

Galerijas pirmaja portreta
atainots  pirmais  toreizejas
Lauksaimniecibas  ekonomikas
fakultates dekans Voldemars
Strikis, kur$ velak kluva art par
LLU rektoru. TieSi vina vadiba
fakultate stradajusi visilgak -
19 gadus. 2008. gada dekanu
galeriju veidoja gleznoti dekanu
portreti, tacu 2019. gada

23. janvari, sagaidot fakultates pusgadsimta jubileju, dekanu galerija tika
atjaunota, un ari portreti veidoti ka fotografiju kanvas.

Dekani - V. Strikis, B. RivZa, A. Vitina un |. Pilvere -,
atklajot dekanu galeriju 2019. gada

Fakultatei ir viens no piere-
dzejusakajiem dekanu sastaviem
universitaté - divi rektori,
akademiki, ka art izglitibas un
zinatnes ministre. Reti kura
fakultaté ir 3ads sastavs! Visi ir
visaugstakas raudzes, un visi ir
ierinda! Dekanu darba
virzitajspeks vienmér ir bijis
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kolektivs, kas ir pamats izaugsmei, jo tikai lieliska kolektiva var veidoties
lielisks dekans!

212. auditorija. ESAF dekanu galerija 2023. gada

2013. gada Ekonomikas fakultatei tika pievienota Socidlo zinatnu
fakultate, un apvienota fakultate ieguva Ekonomikas un sabiedribas attistibas
fakultates (ESAF) nosaukumu.

Fakultates ekas otraja stava ir sienas panno, kura autors ir keramikis
Aleksandrs Djacenko.

Keramikas sienas panno, autors keramikis Aleksandrs Djacenko
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Aleksandrs Djacenko 1972. gada beidza Jelgavas 2. vakara vidusskolu un
sakotngji stradaja par keramiki virpot3aju raZoSanas apvieniba ,lLatvijas
keramika”. Vélak darbojas 3t uznémuma eksperimentali rado3aja laboratorija.
Keramikis darinajis monumentalus keramikas panno publiskajam telpam. Vina
rado3ajai dailradei piemtt smalki nianséta un izteiksmiga plastiska valoda, kas
atbilst materialam un kompozicionalajam risinajumam.

Aleksandra Djacenko darbi atrodas Latvijas Makslinieku savienibas
muzeja, Dekorativas makslas un dizaina muzeja, Ludzas Novadpétniecibas
muzej3, G. Eliasa Jelgavas vestures un makslas muzeja, ka art privatkolekcijas.

Skats uz fakultdtes otrd stdva gaiteni, kurd atrodas keramikas sienas panno, kas veidots ka stilizets
Jelgavas apkaimes attélojums
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istibas fakultate

Ekonomikas un sabiedribas attistibas fakultates (ESAF) karogs un ieejas plaksne 2022. gada

Fakultates €ka Svétes iela 18 bija izvietoti tris fakultates instititi:

1. Ekonomikas un regionalas attistibas institits;

2. Uznémejdarbibas un vadibzinatnes instituts;

3. Finan3u un gramatvedibas institits.

Ceturtais institits — Socialo un humanitaro zinatnu institlits atradas
Jelgavas pils telpas.
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IV DALA
Ekas atjaunotne miisdienas



Péc fakultates Jurgiem 1987. gada jau bija aizvaditi 27 gadi. Latvijas
neatkaribas apstaklos pavérusas jauno tehnologiju iesp€jas tika izmantotas
gan studiju procesa, gan zinatniskaja darbiba. Vienlaikus tika labiekartotas art
fakultates iekstelpas.

2014. gada par ESAF dekani tiek ieveléta profesore Andra Zvirbule. Divu
fakultaSu apvieno3anas rezultata ESAF darbiba radas jauni izaicinajumi - bija
jasakarto gan studiju programmas noteiktos virzienos, gan javeicina
zinatniskais darbs, jo tuvojas starptautiska zinatnes izvertésana, gan art bija
javeic vitali ékas uzlabojumi: zales remonts, ekas fasades remonts un materiali
tehniska aprikojuma nodroSinajums auditorijas. Turklat fakultate saka aktivi
stradat pie studiju programmu izveides anglu valoda, domajot par arvalstu
studgjo3o piesaisti. Infrastruktiira, infrastruktiira un vélreiz infrastruktiira -
tadi bija ta laika uzstadijumi, lai studiju vide klatu pievilciga studgjo3ajiem.

Fakultates zale iepriek3€jos gados bija cietusi no appliSanas (sakara ar
jumta caurtecém péc sniega sabliveéjumiem), arT grida vietam bija ieltzusi, jo
gridas lagas bija savu laiku nokalpojusas. Tapec tika nolemts, ka remontdarbi
jasak ar fakultates sirdi - zali un 308. auditoriju.
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Fakultdtes zale pirms remonta 2016. gadd

Pateicoties fakultates pirmajam dekanam V.Strikim, fakultates absol-
ventiem, universitates vadibai un Jelgavas pilsétas domei, 2017. gada ar
Tpasu Saeimas lemumu fakultates zales remontam tika pieskirti ITdzekli.

Fakultdtes zale remonta laika 2017. gada
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2018. gads tika iesakts ar priecigu notikumu - fakultates zales (péc
remonta) atklasanu. Un ta 2018. gads - zale savesta kartiba!

Fakultdtes zale péc remonta 2018. gada

Fakultates sarikojumu zale — ta 3o zali dévéja fakultates pastavésanas
sakuma, velak vienkarsi par fakultates zali. Zalé parasti notika svinigi pasakumi,
balles, konferences un citi pasakumi. Lidz 20. gadsimta devindesmito gadu
vidum fakultates zalé notika arm absolventu izlaidumi. Velak visu fakultasu
izlaidumi notiek Jelgavas pils Lielaja aula.
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1991. gada izlaidums. Runu saka dekdne Gaida Kalnina, uzsverot, ka absolventu vidi ir
3000. fakultates absolvents Eriks Caplinskis (G. Timermana foto)

Absolventu izlaidums fakultdtes zalé 1992. gada martd. Absolventi péc diploma sanemsanas,
viesis E. Preijs saka runu (G. Timermana foto)
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,1992. gada marta beigas diplomus sanem 33 klatienes
nodalas absolventi, astoniem ir bijusi iespéja praktizéties pie
fermeriem Zviedrija, Holandg, Danija vai Somija. Péc diplomu
sanems3anas laba velgjumus teica viesis — Nujorkas Universitates
absolvents, ekonomikas doktors un banku specialists Edmunds
Preijs.”

Jelgavas Zinotajs, Nr.51 (03.04.1992.)

2018. gada janvart izlaidums atkal notiek fakultates zdlé, jo Jelgavas pils tiek remonteta.
Fakultdti absolveé vieni no pirmajiem drvalstu studentiem
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2021. gada izlaidums - kovidlaika izlaidums arT notiek fakultdtes zalé. Diplomi tiek izsniegti,
ieverojot distanci, un absolventi nak pa vienam. Neatnemama sastavdala - sejas maska!
Uzmini nu, kur$ absolvents ticis pie diplomal!

2019. gada 30. marta tika rikots ESAF absolventu salidojums. AtzZiméjot
fakultates 50 gadu jubileju, tika sagatavotas un prezentétas divas nozimigas
gramatas - ,,Ekonomikas un sabiedribas attistibas fakultate: docétaju
devums Latvijai”, kas veltita bijuso darbinieku un docétdju pieminai, un
,,Ekonomikas un sabiedribas attistibas fakultate %2 no 100”, kas veltita
absolventiem, stud&jo3ajiem, macibspékiem un darbiniekiem. Fakultates
absolventu saimi veido jau aptuveni 12 000 absolventu.

2021. gada 19. oktobri notiek sviniga atjaunotas ekas fasades
atklasana. Ir saulaina rudens diena, un €kas krasas iemirdzas ar jaunu spozmi.
llggadgjais fakultates dekans profesors Voldemars Strikis, kura vadiba
fakultate ieguva savu majvietu Svétes ield, un Voldemarpils vaininieks ar savu
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klatbiitni pagodinaja simbolisko €kas galvenas fasades atklaSanu. LLU
kanclers Ziedonis Helvigs, sveicot fakultates kolektivu, atzina: ,,Pirms 34
gadiem es biju viens no cilvékiem, kur$s absolvéja Ekonomikas fakultati. Man
Saja eka bija mans izlaidums. Atceros, ka 1986. gada Seit ar Iapstu staigaju, un
mes rakam tran3ejas, bet nakamaja gada pagraba ar veseri un kaltu sitam
caurumus, lai iertkotu elektribas kabelus.”

2021. gada 19. oktobrT fasddes atklaSanas lentiti grieZ dekane A. Zvirbule, fakultates pirmais dekéans
V. Strikis, LLU kanclers Z. Helvigs un LLU direktora vietnieks Dz. Balodis
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A. Zvirbule, atkldjot atjaunoto fakultates ékas galveno fasadi un jaunos uzrakstus pie parades ieejas,
kas atrodas Svetes iela 18, Jelgava

2



Atjaunota fakultates ékas fasade. Eka ir valsts nozimes arhitektiiras piemineklis Zemgalé

Eka - Jelgavas redlskola Svétes iela 18, Jelgava, kas uzcelta 1900. gada -,
1998. gada 15. decembrt tika atzita par valsts nozZimes arhitektdras pieminekli
Zemgalé ar ID numuru 5166 (Latvijas Véstnesis: Rikojums 128), papildinot
Kultiiras mantojuma registru (Rikojums 2.5-1-202, publicéts Latvijas Véstnest
29.12.2022.).

Lai uzturetu arhitektiiras pieminekli, bija nepiecieSams €kas fasades un
pargjo arsienu kapitalais remonts. Tika izstradati nepiecieSamie projekti, kuri
tika Tstenoti 2021.-2023. gada.
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2022.gadatikasakartotafakultatesfasade,veikti€kasenergoefektivitates
uzlabo3anas un modernizé3anas pasakumi, ka arf nomainiti logi un durvis
pagrabstava.

Atjaunota eka 2021. gada (R. Antropova foto)

Ekas pagaidu piebive, kura tika uzcelta 20. gadsimta devindesmitajos
gados, bija nolietojusies, un tika pienemts Iémums to nojaukt, lai atjaunotu
€kas iekSpagalma fasadi un velak veidotu ainavisku iekSpagalmu.

Vésture atkartojas! Lai veiktu iecerétos darbus, bija jaaicina paliga
fakultates kolektivs. 2022. gada 23. aprill tika izsludinata fakultates LIELA
TALKA. Lielaja talka fakultates komanda R. Sidraba un ). Jumika vadiba devas
izvakt visas lietas no piebives, kuru bija paredzéts nojaukt, ka art iztirija
pagrabu no uzkrata ,kulttras slana”.
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Fakultates Lielas talkas dalibnieki péc talkoSanas 2022. gada 23. aprilt



2022. gada vasara eka piedzivo parvertibas: iekSpagalma pusé tiek
nojaukta maza piebiive, atjaunota vésturiska iekSpagalma fasade un nosiltinata
€kas piebiive.

Fakultdates eka ar mazo piebivi pirms renovacijas darbiem un piebives
nojauksanas 2022. gada aprilt

Fakultdtes ékas fasades iekSpagalma skats péc verienigajiem renovdcijas darbiem 2023. gada
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Svinot 125 gadu jubileju kops €kai tika ielikts un iesvétits pirmais
pamatakmens, més varam godinat visus tos, kas 3o eku célusi, veidojusi,
atjaunojusi, renovéjudi un turgjusi goda. Eka ir nozimiga ne tikai ka
kultiirvéstures piemineklis, bet arT ar to, ka kop$ €kas ieceres un uzcelSanas
[fdz masdienam ta ir kalpojusi izglitibas mérkiem. Un ekas mérkis ietekmé to,
ko daram meés, ar ko sadarbojamies, ka mijiedarbojamies ar apkartgjo pasauli.
personibas. Més emocionali esam piesaistiti kadai vietai atbilstoSi tam, ko
meés taja varam darit un ka tas mums liek justies. Patiesiba vietas, kur pavadam
lielako dalu laika, ietekmé to, kas més esam un kadi varam klt.

Ekas Svétes iela 18 stasts vél nav beidzies ........ , un Svetes iela 18 nav
tikai adrese, ta ir VIETA, SKATS, APNEMIBA, GRIBA un SPEKS!

Jo svarigaka ir vieta, kura mes katrs esam nostaditi,
Jo skaidrakam jabut skatam,
Jo cieSakai jabut apnemibai un jo stingrakai - gribai,
uz ko lai balstitos speks,
kas kRatram vajadzigs un bus vajadzigs savu
pienakumu pildisanai.
/K. Ulmanis/
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Jelgava Realschule and its
Successors in the Course of Time






Usually our school life memories relate to classmates or fellow students,
teachers or professors, adventures or events. Yet, less often, we remember the
years of all these events, not speaking about the years related to the history
of building.

This time we offer reflection on unusual recollections: memories about
one of the school buildings, which for two centuries has been and still is the
Alma Mater for students and graduates.

The historical building was constructed in the late 19" century as a
building for Jelgava Realschule (Middle School). The building has its own
history but at the same time it is a house, a home and a temple for education.
Initially, it was the place of residence for Jelgava Realschule, later for Jelgava
State Teachers’ Institute, then for Jelgava Pedagogical School, in the post-war
years for the Faculty of Hydromelioration and Land Surveying of Latvia
Academy of Agriculture and nowadays for the Faculty of Economics and Social
Development of Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies.

This small book is a tribute to the place and the house at Svétes Street
18 in Jelgava, which has been the admired, beloved and enlivened Alma Mater
of today’s economists, entrepreneurs, managers, accountants, sociologists

and many others.
My house is my castle.
The house where the soul lives.
And the temple is also mine.
A temple built in the heart.
/Egils Dambis/



Svétes Street (in German: Schwethofsche Strafie) has been marked on
Jelgava maps already in the 17 century and it led from Pasta Street to Pavila
Street. Mazais cel3 (Small Road) which took to the summer residence (built in
1774) of Duke Peter of Courland and Semigallia in the Svéte Manor (in German:
Grof3-Swehthof) started behind the Small (Mazie) Gate of the city’s fortifications,
later known as the barracks on Dambja Street. In 1929, the street was renamed
in the memory of Janis Bisenieks as J. Bisenieks Street. On 27 August 1940,
after the occupation of Latvia, it regained the name of Svétes Street but on 8
January 1964, the street was renamed as ). Gagarin Street. During the
restoration of Latvia’s independence, on 26 April 1990, it regained the name
of Svétes Street.

Jelgava, Tourist Plan in 1936 (“Old Jelgava”, ). Bisenieks Street and the building of ESAF are seen)
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Jelgava Realschule (year unknown)



The Realschule, initially established following the Baltic Germans
education traditions, operated in Jelgava from 1857 under the conditions of
tsarist Russia. At the end of the 19% century with the increase of the number
of school students, it became a secondary school. Hence, there was a need for
larger, more modern and more spacious premises. After the abolition of
serfdom in 1819 and especially in the late 19" century, new large farms were
formed and developed in the countryside of Courland (including Semigallia
and Selonia). The national economy demanded educated young people with
practical knowledge and skills, and realschules were schools that met these
requirements.

The ceremony for the laying of the foundation stone of the new Jelgava
Realschule building at Svétes Street was held on 26 September 1899. The
building, which was constructed in 1900 and consecrated on 31 October the
same year, became one of the architectural splendours of Jelgava city.

The building was designed and built in the Neo-Renaissance style
according to the project of Aleksej Kieselbach, a Russian architect. At the end
of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20" century, the architect had
designed many buildings for education institutions and Orthodox churches.
Buildings projected by Aleksej Kieselbach are mainly located in Riga (buildings
of Riga State Technical School, Realschule of the Russian Tsar Peter | at 1
Kronvalda Boulevard and others), Jurmala (the excellent low-rise wooden
architectural buildings), Valmiera and Valka.

Jelgava Realschule operated until 1915, when it was relocated to Russia
and liquidated in 1920. In November 1919, the West Russian Volunteer Army

or Bermontians during their retreating burnt down the building.



Jelgava Realschule building burnt down during the Bermondt Affair in 1919

Many personalities with outstanding contributions in the formation of
Latvia’s statehood and later in its establishment and development have
graduated from Jelgava Realschule and received further education at
universities. These are just a few of them: Kristaps Helmanis and Ludvigs
Kundzin$ - excellent veterinarians and scientists, pioneers of veterinary
education in Latvia, Karlis Ulmanis - an agronomist, the founder and
statesman of Latvia State and Janis Bisenieks — an agronomist, a great
patriot of Latvia and an initiator and developer of cooperation.



The building of Jelgava Realschule was renewed in 1926, and Jelgava
State Teachers’ Institute began to operate therein. Future teachers of the
independent Latvia started their studies. In Jelgava, the State Teachers’
Institute operated from 1923 to 1944. Many popular and nationally respected
teachers acquired the teaching profession here. Jelgava State Teachers’
Institute was graduated by 1115 teachers, of which 626 were female teachers

and 489 were male teachers.

Building of Jelgava State Teachers’ Institute in 1936

Literature: Karlis Ansons, Eduards Avots. Jelgavas Valsts skolotdju institits: véstures materidli, apceres
un atminas (Jelgava State Teachers’ Institute: Historical Materials, Reflections and Memories). Grand
Haven: Jelgavas Skolotdju institiita Absolventu centra un Gaujas Apgdda izdevums (Publication of
Jelgava Teachers’ Institute Alumni Centre and Gauja Apgads), 1978, p. 224
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Building of Jelgava Realschule (year unknown)
The building of Jelgava State Teachers’ Institute was destroyed during
the Second World War battles in 1944.

Burnt down building in 1945
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After the Second World War, the building was renewed, and Jelgava
Pedagogical School started to operate therein.

Building of Pedagogical School on 5 November 1950 (photo by V. Odins)

In 1957, Jelgava Pedagogical School was relocated to Riga and joined to
Riga Preschool Pedagogical School.

From 1957 to November 1983, the original building of Jelgava Realschule
was the Alma Mater for the students and graduates of the Faculty of
Hydromelioration and Land Surveying of Latvia Academy of Agriculture
(LLA). This faculty was one of the first to be relocated from Riga to Jelgava
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and located in a building where the Pedagogical School had operated for

11 years.

“Finally, it has happened! After long discussions and even longer
preparation, Latvia Academy of Agriculture, in compliance with the
decision of the 20" Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU) on the relocation of special higher education institutions
to the periphery, has begun relocation to Jelgava, where it was already
located before the war. Yet, for now, only the Faculties of Land
Surveying and Hydromelioration and the Faculties of Forestry and
Forest Engineering have managed to move completely. Furthermore,
moving to Jelgava has solved the problem of premises for the
aforementioned faculties more than satisfactorily — the Faculties of
Forestry and Forest Engineering have received a newly constructed
secondary school building at Pushkin Prospect 11, while the Faculties
of Land Surveying and Hydromelioration received the building of the
former pedagogical school. There are large assembly halls and
gymnasiums, well-equipped sports fields along with spacious and
bright auditoriums, laboratories and individual rooms for lecturers.
This is the greatest advantage of LLA. According to the principle: the
first to come, the first to win.”

LLA Changes its Place of Residence, Padomju Jaunatne, No 228
(19.11.1957.)



In 1975, also future rural civil engineers started their studies in the
building. In the 1970s, the Assembly Hall of the building was very popular,
especially among students, as almost the only dance hall in the city.

In Latvia, many notable professors have studied and worked at the Faculty
of Hydromelioration and Land Surveying, for example, Janis Bikis, a professor
of geodesy and Meikuls Locmers, a professor of land surveying. Special
mentioning deserves Peteris BuSmanis, a professor of hydromelioration,
who studied (1960-1965) in this building soon after the faculty was relocated
to Jelgava. After graduating from the faculty, P. BuSmanis stayed to work at
the faculty, where he became a candidate of sciences and later a doctor of
sciences. The professor was elected a vice-dean and later also the dean of the
faculty. Péteris BuSmanis was invited to become a vice-rector of studies and
he was elected the rector of Latvia University of Agriculture in 2002.
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PART I

Economists have their own

Alma Mater building



The building constructed in 1900 initially for the needs of Jelgava Realschule
has experienced the change of its residents for several times, of which:

1. Jelgava Realschule (1900-1915);

2. Jelgava State Teachers’ Institute (1926-1944);

3. Jelgava Pedagogical School (1946-1957);

4. Faculty of Hydromelioration and Land Surveying of Latvia Academy of
Agriculture (1957-1983);

5. Faculty of Agricultural Economics of Latvia Academy of Agriculture
(1983-1992);

6. Faculty of Economics of Latvia University of Agriculture (1992-2013);

7. Faculty of Economics and Social Development of Latvia University of
Agriculture (2013-2022);

8. Faculty of Economics and Social Development of Latvia University of
Life Sciences and Technologies (from 1 September 2022).

The building was destroyed in both World Wars. Especially heavily it was
damaged during the First World War, so its reconstruction required a long time
and it was done under the conditions of the new independent State of Latvia.

At the end of 1983, the Faculty of Agricultural Economics (nowadays the
Faculty of Economics and Social Development - ESAF) of Latvia Academy of
Agriculture (currently Latvia University of Life Sciences and Technologies)
entered into its home — Alma Mater. This event coincided with the 15% anniversary
since the establishment of the Faculty.

The Faculty of Economics took over the building of Jelgava Realschule,
which, after being destroyed during the Second World War, was poorly restored
under the conditions of the USSR and had been intensively exploited for 38 years
without serious repairs. The previous residents of the building - the Faculty of
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Hydromelioration and Land Surveying had already been building its new nine-
storey study block building for 10 years, repeatedly postponing the move, namely,
postponing commissioning of the building due to a lack of materials. Certainly,
the faculty had no intention of repairing the building it will have to leave soon.

The end of the 1980s was the time of the decline of the totalitarian USSR
regime. The population’s ability to influence the situation was limited during the
Soviet times, since the land, buildings and means of production belonged to the
state. In turn, the state belonged to the elite of the Communist Party. The political
influence of the rank-and-file members of the Party was minimal, except for the
possibility of deciding local economic issues. In the military field, the USSR was
strongly armed. In order to increase the authoritative influence of the country,
the USSR was sending both financial and material resources to the so-called
friendly countries of the USSR around the world. Local residents lacked the most
common goods, including food, construction materials and other goods. Under
such conditions, an architecturally important but shabby building was handed for
possession to the Faculty of Economics.

The University Rectorate of that time had intended to first move the Faculty
to the building at Svetes Street 18 and only then to repair the building as far as
possible. After inspecting the building, the representatives of the Faculty
concluded that it would not be possible to work and study in the building without
serious repairs of the building. Furthermore, there would not be enough rooms
for all the departments. After long discussions, the Rectorate agreed to postpone
the relocation of the Faculty. However, the Rectorate’s requirement was that the
Faculty itself carries out the necessary repairs. This meant volunteer work of the
teaching staff and students involving also the support of graduates.

The Faculty staff meeting decided — we will endeavour and strive as much
as we can for our building. A construction management team which was
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established from the Faculty support personnel included Modris Jansons and
Inita Vikse, and Armands Pantelis from the Department of Infrastructure of
Latvia Academy of Agriculture as well as students Guntis Kriimins and Ugis
Grants. Voldemars Strikis, the dean of the Faculty, was the chief executive or
“foreman” of the newly established construction management team.

Construction work of the Alma Mater began. The first task was to establish
all possible contacts with companies (at that time agricultural and fishing
collective farms) and auxiliary companies (woodworking, metal processing and
other workshops) managed by the Faculty graduates.

Significant support in the renovation of the Faculty building was provided by
a professor Kazimirs Spogis (at that time the deputy chairman of the Council
of Ministers) who signed the documents for the purchase of building materials.
Such procurements were possible on 31 December from the stocks not purchased
by construction companies and institutions of Latvian SSR. Usually it was a
success for the Faculty, and so every year on 31 December wood fibre boards,
bricks and floor tiles as well as furniture necessary for the next year’s construction
work were brought to the Faculty in several heavy trucks.

To support the Faculty, full-time students voluntarily worked on collective
farms managed by part-time students or graduates. Voluntary work included
picking stones from fields or doing other auxiliary work in order to receive
building materials for the renovation of the Faculty. Therefore, better quality
building materials including rain gutters, protective metal grids for windows on
the mezzanine floor and other materials were obtained for construction work.
Qualified craftsmen and construction workers from the companies managed by
the Faculty graduates came to help in the construction work as well as they were
involved in the building repairs and the construction of the building extension.
One of the doctoral students (at that time a candidate of sciences) even came to
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terms with a collective farm in Lithuania to receive better quality floor tiles for
the Faculty cafeteria. The collective farm had purchased these tiles in Hungary.
At that time, it was considered very exclusive and was valued as an important aid
in the renovation of the building.

All the construction work was finished with the efforts of the teaching staff
and students as well as some craftsmen and skilled construction workers.
Trenches were dug, often with shovels, for rainwater pipes, sewers and electrical
cables. Exterior construction work included preparation of a construction pit and
construction of an extension to the building. Interior repair work included
renovation of auditoriums, the Assembly Hall, rooms for lecturers and corridors.

There was an intention to build an extension to the Department of
Informatics with a computer centre. The extension would have connected the
building with the students hostels No 5. Unfortunately, the Council of Ministers
did not issue a permit, so the Department of Informatics remained in the Palace
under the authority of the Rectorate.

The repairs were performed professionally so that the building and its
premises would last for a long time. For example, a professor Antons Danilans
who had an experience in repairs even created a rig so that it was possible to
restore and improve the furniture received from the factory. The furniture was of
bad quality and without additional technical improvements it would have quickly
fallen apart in the auditoriums. Therefore, the furniture was reinforced with
wires and new wooden legs were attached to the furniture to avoid its soon
falling into pieces.

The necessary screws and auxiliary materials for fixing the furniture were
received from Riga Metal Manufacturing Factory, where a part-time student was
a department manager.



Arrangement of auditoriums with the “improved” wooden tables

In some auditoriums, such tables were used even until 2014-2015, when
the Faculty began to replace furniture in all auditoriums.

On 18 February 1987, which was a snowy day, after selfless work, the
Faculty staff could celebrate Jurgi — move from Jelgava Palace to their Alma
Mater at Svétes Street 18. Henceforth, the building got its informal name
“Voldemarpils”.

Employees, lecturers and students of the Faculty of Agricultural Economics on their way
to the new Faculty building
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Dean Voldemars Strikis at the official opening of the Faculty building at Svétes Street 18
on 18 February 1987



PART Il

National Awakening...
Independence...



The celebration in the reconstructed building was over. The National
Awakening and the restoration of Latvia’s independence in the years 1988-
1991 was a particularly important time not only for the Faculty but also for the
University and Latvia as well. A unit of the Popular Front of Latvia was founded
in the Faculty under the leadership of Janis BunkS8s and Uldis lvans. In the
coming years, ). Bunk3s and U. Ivans were chairmen of Jelgava City Council.

Professor Ervids Grinovskis, who later supported Latvia’s independence,
was elected a deputy of the Supreme Council of the USSR. In turn, professors
Kazimirs Spogis and Voldemars Strikis as well as the Faculty graduates
Andris Apinitis, Janis Biezais, Emerita Bukele, Guntis Gribe, Raimonds
Kriimin3 and Arijs Udris, as members of the Supreme Council of the Republic
of Latvia, adopted the Declaration on the Restoration of the Independence of

Professors and graduates of the Faculty who participated in the adoption of the Declaration of
Independence of Latvia on 4 May 1990

The Faculty’s development was dynamic. In the autumn of 1987, a
professor Gaida Kalnina was elected the dean of the Faculty. Major changes
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were made in the study programmes and international cooperation developed.
The number of students increased, especially in part-time studies, as
employees needed additional knowledge to efficiently work on the market
economy conditions.

Graduates at the Faculty building in the late 1980s

In 1992, a professor Baiba RivZa became the dean. The name of the
Faculty was changed consistent with the changes in the country — the new
name was the Faculty of Economics. Most characteristic features of that time
relate to the expansion of international cooperation, initiation of the master’s
studies and development of PhD studies. The Council of Professors and the
Promotion Council were established so the Faculty has eligible rights to award
a PhD degree in economics.

In 1996, an assistant professor Anda VTtina becomes the dean of the
Faculty. The occupancy of the building’s premises is at maximum. The number
of students is gradually increasing.
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In 2004, the Janis Bisenieks Foundation was established to keep the
memory of Janis Bisenieks, an outstanding entrepreneur, philanthropist and
graduate of Jelgava Realschule. The establishment of the Foundation also
aimed at promotion of entrepreneurship and especially at acquisition of
knowledge at schools and Latvia University of Agriculture. Nowadays
schoolchildren conferences in honour of Janis Bisenieks are held in Room 308
of the Faculty where information panels tell everyone about Janis Bisenieks
life and work achievements.

Portrait of Janis Bisenieks. His statement:
“What does it matter if a nation gains the whole world but loses its soul.”

Room 308 named after Janis Bisenieks, a notable public person and entrepreneur

25



In 2006, an associate professor Irina Pilvere took over the position of
dean. The Faculty building required an overhaul, as the previous repairs were
done only during the Soviet times. Hence, the overhaul included the replacement
of windows and other energy-efficiency-increasing work. An auditorium named
after Professor Janis Vanags was opened.

Professor Janis Vanags might be called the Father of the Faculty, since 20
students have been awarded a doctor’s degree in economics under his
supervision as well as Janis Vanags is the author of many books on economics.

Room 307 named after Professor Janis Vanags. His statement:
“The conducted research and observations allowed me to come to the conclusion that the human
factor is the main accelerator of agriculture”.
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In 2009, an auditorium named after Professor Benjamin3 Treijs was
opened.

Room 214 named after Professor Benjamins Treijs.
His statement: “Destructive criticism without constructive suggestions of what and how to do is just
an empty chatter. Speak when you have specific proposals!”

Professor Benjamin3 Treijs is one of the founders of mathematical
planning methods in Latvia as well as he has been a scientific supervisor for
18 PhD theses. The professor Benjamin3 Treijs award in economics is being
presented annually to the new researchers from 2008. Until now, 20 new
doctors in economics have already received it (Nils Treijs, a professor’s
grandson, sponsors the award).

In 2012, an auditorium named after Professor Kazimirs gpogis was
opened.
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Room 310 named after Professor Kazimirs Spodis. His statement: “Turn days into hours, hours into
minutes and minutes into seconds; and you will realise how much time you have!”

Twenty-four students whose scientific supervisor was the professor
Kazimirs Spogis have been awarded a doctor’s degree in economics. Every
year commemorative readings are held in the auditorium named after him as
well as the Kazimirs Spogis scholarship, established with the support of the
professor’s family, is awarded.

In 2008, celebrating the 45" anniversary of the Faculty, a portrait gallery
of former deans of the Faculty was established and opened in Room 212.
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The opening of the gallery of former deans of the Faculty in 2008. From the left: Andra Zvirbule,
Baiba RivZa, Anda Vitina, Irina Pilvere, Voldemars Strikis and Gaida Kalnina
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Portraits of former deans in 2008

The portrait of the first dean of
the former Faculty of Agricultural
Economics, Voldemars Strikis,
who later became the rector of
Latvia Academy of Agriculture, is
the first in the gallery. Voldemars
Strikis has the longest period of
being the dean of the Faculty -
19 years. In 2008, the gallery
was made up of painted portraits
of the deans but on 23 January

2019, in anticipation of the half-century anniversary of the Faculty, the gallery
was refreshed and the portraits were created as photographic canvas.

Former deans V. Strikis, B. RivZa, A. Vitina and
I. Pilvere after unveiling of the portrait gallery of
deans in 2019

The Faculty has one of the
most experienced team of deans
in the University — two rectors,
academicians and a Minister for
Education and Science. It is rare
for any faculty to have such a
team! Everyone is top level and
active in work! The staff, which is
the basis for growth, has always
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been a driving force of a dean’s work, since only a great staff may create a
great dean!

In 2013, the Faculty of Social Sciences was merged with the Faculty of
Economics and the joint faculty was named as the Faculty of Economics and
Social Development (ESAF).

The wall on the first floor of the Faculty is decorated with a wall panel, the
author of which is a ceramist Alexander Djachenko.

Ceramic wall panel, the author - a ceramist Alexander Djachenko

31



Alexander Djachenko graduated from Jelgava Evening Secondary School
No 2 in 1972 and initially worked as a ceramist-turner in the production
association “Latvijas keramika”. Later he worked in the experimental creative
laboratory of this company. The potter has made monumental ceramic panels
for public premises. His creative works have a finely nuanced and expressive
plastic language that corresponds to the material and compositional solution.

Alexander Djachenko’s works are exhibited at the Museum of Latvia’'s
Artists Union, the Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Ludza Regional
Research Museum, Jelgava History and Art Museum of Gederts Eliass as well
as in private collections.

B

A view of the hall on the first floor of the Faculty with a ceramic wall panel designed as a stylised
representation of Jelgava neighbourhood
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The flag and entrance plate of the Faculty of Economics and Social Development in 2022

Three institutes of the Faculty were located in the building at Svétes
Street 18:

1. Institute of Economics and Regional Development;

2. Institute of Entrepreneurship and Management;

3. Institute of Finance and Accounting.

The fourth institute - the Institute of Social Sciences and Humanities was
located in the premises of Jelgava Palace.
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PART IV

Renewal of the building in
nowadays



Twenty-seven years had already passed after 1987 when the Faculty
moved to the building at Svétes Street 18. The possibilities of new technologies
that opened up under the conditions of Latvia’s independence were used both
in the study process and research activities. New technologies were also
applied to improve the interior of the Faculty.

In 2014, a professor Andra Zvirbule was elected the dean of the Faculty
of Economics and Social Development. The merger of two faculties brought
new challenges for the Faculty. It was necessary to adjust study programmes
in certain study directions and to promote research activities due to the
approaching international research evaluation. Likewise, the Faculty building
required vital improvements: repairs of the Faculty hall and facade as well as
provision of material and technical equipment in the auditoriums. In addition,
the Faculty began to actively work on the development of study programmes
in English; thus, thinking about attracting foreign students. Infrastructure,
infrastructure and again infrastructure — these were the requirements of the
time to make the study environment appealing to students.

In the previous years, the Faculty hall had suffered from flooding due to
the roof leaks after snow compaction as well as the floor had been broken in
several places due to old and worn-out floor beams. Therefore, it was decided
to start the renovation work from the Heart of the Faculty — the Hall and Room
308.
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The Faculty hall before renovation in 2016

In 2017, financial resources were allocated for the repair of the Faculty
hall thanks to V. Strikis (the first dean of the Faculty), the graduates, the
University management and Jelgava City Council. A special decision of the
Parliament envisaged the allocation of funds.

The Faculty hall during renovation in 2017
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A happy event — the opening of the Faculty hall (after renovation) marked
the beginning of 2018. And so, the year 2018 and the Hall is ready!

-

The Faculty hall after renovation in 2018

The Assembly Hall — this was the name of the Faculty hall in the first
decades after the Faculty establishment, later it was simply called the Hall.
Solemn ceremonies, balls, conferences and other events were usually held in
the Faculty hall. Until the middle of 1990s, graduation parties were also held
in the Faculty hall. Now graduation parties of all faculties take place in the
Great Hall of Jelgava Palace.
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Graduation party in 1991. The dean Gaida Kalnina gives a speech, emphasising that Eriks Caplinskis
is the 3000 graduate of the Faculty (photo by G. Timermanis)

Graduation party in the Faculty hall in March 1992. Graduates after receiving their diplomas and a
guest E. Preijs gives a speech (photo by G. Timermanis)
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“At the end of March 1992, thirty-three full-time graduates
received their diplomas; eight of them have had an opportunity to
get an internship in the farms of Sweden, Holland, Denmark or
Finland. After the graduates had received their diplomas, Edmunds
Preijs, a guest and a graduate of New York University, a doctor of
economics and banking specialist, said good wishes to the Faculty
graduates.”

Jelgavas Zinotajs, No 51 (03.04.1992.)

In January 2018, the graduation party again takes place in the Faculty hall, as Jelgava Palace is
under renovation. The first foreign students receive their graduation diplomas
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Graduation party in 2021 - again the graduation party is held in the Faculty hall, this time
under the Covid-19 conditions. Graduates receive their diplomas keeping in mind the distance and
coming one by one. An integral part of the graduation party is a facemask! Guess,
which graduate got the diploma!

An Alumni Meet was held on 30 March 2019. Celebrating the 50"
anniversary of the Faculty, two important books were published and presented -
“Faculty of Economics and Social Development: Contribution of
Lecturers to Latvia”, which was dedicated to the memory of former
employees and lecturers, and “Faculty of Economics and Social
Development - %2 of 100", which was dedicated to graduates, students,
academic staff and other employees of the Faculty. The number of Faculty
graduates accounts for approximately 12 000 graduates.

On 19 October 2021, a ceremonial unveiling of the facade of the
renovated building takes place. It is a sunny autumn day and the building
emits its facade colours with a new brilliance. Professor Voldemars Strikis, the
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long-standing dean of the Faculty, who led the relocation of the Faculty to
Svétes Street, guided the renovation of the Faculty and after whose name the
Faculty got its informal name “Voldemarpils”, graced with his presence the
symbolic opening of the main facade of the building. Ziedonis Helvigs, the
Chancellor of Latvia University of Agriculture, when welcoming the Faculty
personnel, admitted: “| was among those who graduated from the Faculty of
Economics 34 years ago. | had my graduation party in this building. | remember
how we were digging trenches here in 1986 and how we were punching holes
in the basement with a hammer and a chisel to install electric cables the next
year”.

A. Zvirbule, the dean, V. Strikis, the first dean of the Faculty, Z. Helvigs, the Chancellor of the
University and Dz. Balodis, a deputy director of the University cutting the facade opening ribbon on
19 October 2021
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The staff of the Faculty of Economics and Social Development at the renovated facade on
19 October 2021

A. Zvirbule, unveiling the renovated main facade of the Faculty building at Svétes Street 18 and the
new inscriptions at the front entrance
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The renovated facade of the Faculty building. The building is an architectural monument of national
significance in Zemgale

The building - Jelgava Realschule at Svétes Street 18, Jelgava, constructed
in 1900 - was recognised as an architectural monument of national significance
in Zemgale on 15 December 1998 and received an identification number
5166 (Latvijas Vestnesis: Order No 128), thus supplementing the Register of
Cultural Heritage (Order 2.5-1-202, published in Latvijas VEéstnesis on
29 December 2022).

The maintenance of the architectural monument required the overhaul of
the building’s facade and other external walls. The development and
implementation of the necessary projects in the period of 2021-2023 helped
achieve this task.
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In 2022, the maintenance work included the renovation of the building’s
facade, improvement and modernisation of the building’s energy efficiency
and replacement of windows and doors in the basement.

Renovated building of the Faculty in 2021 (photo by R. Antropovs)

The temporary extension of the building constructed in the 1990s was in
disrepair; hence, it was decided to demolish it in order to restore the facade
of the building’s courtyard and later design a landscaped courtyard.

History repeats itself! In order to carry out the planned work, it was
necessary to invite the Faculty personnel to help. The BIG CLEAN-UP of the
Faculty was announced on 23 April 2022. The Faculty personnel under the
guidance of R. Sidrabs and ). Jumikis removed everything from the extension,
which was supposed to be demolished, and also cleaned the basement from
the accumulated cultural layer.
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Participants of the Big Clean-up after cleaning on 23 April 2022



In summer of 2022, the building undergoes a transformation: demolition
of the small extension on the side of the courtyard, restoration of the historic
facade in the courtyard and insulation of the back facade of the building.

The Faculty building with the small extension before the renovation and the demolition of
the extension in April 2022

View on the courtyard facade of the Faculty building after the extensive renovation work in 2023
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Celebrating the 125" anniversary of the building since laying the first
foundation stone, we esteem everyone who has participated in its designing,
building, development, restoration, renovation and keeping its reputation
high. The building is significant not only as a monument of cultural history but
also as an institution targeted at education of the population from its
beginnings to nowadays. Moreover, the target of the building impacts
everything we do, we work with and how we interact with the world around us.

Many people have gone to school, studied, worked and developed
themselves as personalities in this building. We are emotionally attached to a
place based on what we can do there and how it makes us feel. In fact, the
places we spend most of our time influence who we are and who we can
become.

The story of the building at Svétes Street 18 is not over yet ......... , and
Svétes iela 18 is not just an address, but it is a PLACE, VIEW, DETERMINATION,
WILL and STRENGTH!

The more important is the place where we reside,
The clearer should the view be,
The tighter the determination and the stronger the will,
on which to base the strength,
which everyone needs and will need to fulfil its duties.
/K. Ulmanis/
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